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The 27th issue of the journal brings together a diverse collection of original studies spanning the fields of architecture, 
political science and public administration, urban and regional planning, and tourism. The contributions in this issue 
collectively examine the transformation of urban space through the case of Ankara, offering a comprehensive and multi-
layered perspective that integrates historical, structural, administrative, and socio-cultural dimensions.

The opening article examines the Ankara Atatürk (Keçiören) Sanatorium within the broader context of the transforma-
tion of Turkey’s healthcare system in the mid-twentieth century. While existing scholarship has largely focused on the 
early development of sanatoria (late nineteenth to early twentieth century), this study addresses a critical gap by analyz-
ing their reconfiguration under shifting medical, architectural, and political conditions during the mid-century. In doing 
so, the sanatorium is conceptualized not merely as a healthcare facility, but as a dynamically evolving and functionally 
layered infrastructure.

The second article explores the Saraçoğlu Neighborhood as a case study to investigate the experiential dimensions of ur-
ban transformation processes. Moving beyond a purely spatial understanding, the study demonstrates that urban trans-
formation profoundly shapes individuals’ emotions, memories, senses of belonging, and perceptions of justice, thereby 
foregrounding the social and affective dimensions of urban change.

The third contribution focuses on the planning and transformation processes of the Necatibey Neighborhood in the Ulus 
district within the broader trajectory of modern urban planning following Ankara’s designation as the capital. Through 
a comparative analysis of planning decisions across different periods, the study reveals that changes in planning ap-
proaches cannot be understood as linear shifts; rather, they reflect a complex interplay of continuity and rupture.

Another article addresses the rapid urban development experienced in Ankara between 2000 and 2025 through the lens 
of zoning irregularities and speculative, profit-driven growth patterns, conceptualized as “zoning pollution.” The study 
examines the multidimensional impacts of this process and frames it not merely as uncontrolled construction, but as 
a structural issue arising from the erosion of planning principles, the marginalization of public interest, and market-
oriented urban policies.

The final article examines the sustainable tourism potential of the Turkish-Islamic architectural heritage from the Seljuk 
and Ottoman periods located in Ulus, the historical core of Ankara. Adopting a multidimensional approach, the study 
evaluates this heritage not only in terms of its physical attributes, but also in relation to collective memory, local aware-
ness, touristic appeal, and conservation practices. In doing so, it makes a significant contribution to the discourse on 
sustainable tourism and cultural heritage management.

Taken together, the articles in this issue demonstrate that urban space in Ankara emerges as a continuously evolving and 
multi-dimensional construct shaped by historical layers, planning decisions, social experiences, and economic and politi-
cal dynamics. In this respect, the 27th issue offers a comprehensive and integrative perspective that approaches the city 
not merely as a physical entity, but as a dynamic and relational phenomenon embedded within broader social, cultural, 
and institutional networks.

We hope that this issue, which brings together diverse scholarly contributions on urban space, will be received with great 
interest.
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