
Forward to the Special Edition of the Journal of the Liver Transplant Institute (JILTI) to mark 
the 50th Anniversary of Inonu University.

Inonu University was established in 1975 in Malatya and was named after Ismet Inonu, the 
second president of the Republic of Turkiye, which in turn was founded in 1923 after the de-
mise of the Ottoman Empire. The university includes the Turgut Ozal Medical Center, which 
contains the Inonu University Liver Transplant Institute, which is Europe’s largest, a high vol-
ume transplant center that was in turn opened in 1996. 

Key aspects of the Institute are the focus on living donor liver transplants with a resultant 
negligible transplant waiting list, and more recently, a paired liver exchange program. An in-
creasingly important area of expertise in our Institution is hepato-biliary and other GI cancers 
and their multi-disciplinary management.

The 18 papers in this edition come from 13 institutions and cover various aspects of GI can-
cers, especially HCC. They reflect the excitement of recent progress in GI cancer understand-
ing and their multiple modalities of management and also reflect the rapid changes in our 
understanding of cancer, including genetic and micro-environmental influences and the con-
tinued progress in liver transplantation.

Kind regards,

Brian I. Carr MD,

FRCP, PhD. Inonu Liver Transplant Institute
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