THE MEDICAL BULLETIN OF

SISLI ETFAL HOSPITAL

DOI: 10.14744/SEMB.2024.28159
Med Bull Sisli Etfal Hosp 2024;58(4):524-525

Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices of Pediatricians About
COVID-19 Vaccination to Children: Correspondence

Hinpetch Daungsupawong,' © Viroj Wiwanitkit?

"Private Academic Consultant, Phonhong, Laos

2Saveetha Medical College and Hospital, Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences, Saveetha University, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

Please cite this article as "Daungsupawong H, Wiwanitkit V. Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices of Pediatricians About COVID-19 Vacci-
nation to Children: Correspondence. Med Bull Sisli Etfal Hosp 2024;58(4):524-525".

Dear Editor,

We would like to share ideas on the publication “Knowl-
edge, Attitudes and Practices of Pediatricians About
COVID-19 Vaccination to Children”™ In order to assess their
knowledge, attitudes, and practices about the COVID-19
immunization for children, 350 doctors participated in this
study. Nearly all of the participants—who made up the
majority—had already gotten the COVID-19 vaccination.
While a sizable fraction of pediatricians advised COVID-19
immunization for all children, a sizable portion either did
not recommend it at all or only recommended it for chil-
dren in the risk category. The primary justifications given
for not endorsing the vaccination for every kid were insuf-
ficient clinical research, long-term consequences, and ad-
verse reactions to the vaccine.

The fact that this study was conducted at a single cen-
ter presents a methodological flaw and may restrict how
broadly the results may be applied. Furthermore, because
the survey was administered using Google Forms, selec-
tion bias may have been introduced because the sample
consisted only of pediatricians who freely answered the
questionnaire. Moreover, the study did not thoroughly ex-
amine the particular elements that impacted the pediatri-
cians' beliefs and practices about the COVID-19 immuniza-
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tion of children, despite the fact that this information could
be very helpful for future studies.

Research in this field may go in this route in the future by
way of a multicenter study that would include a more varied
sample of pediatricians from different locations. Qualitative
interviews or focus groups with pediatricians would also
be helpful in order to obtain a better understanding of the
variables driving their recommendations for the COVID-19
vaccination of children. Further research could also examine
the efficacy of educational interventions designed to allay
pediatricians' fears over the COVID-19 vaccine and boost
their knowledge and confidence in offering it to youngsters.
Overall, attaining high immunization rates and stopping the
virus's spread depend heavily on maintaining observation
of and improving clinicians' attitudes and understanding re-
garding COVID-19 vaccination for children.
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Dear Editor,

We thank you for your comments on our recent article
published in The Medical Bulletin of Sisli Etfal Hospital.!"
In our country, there are still not many studies examining
the knowledge, attitudes and behaviors of pediatricians
regarding COVID-19 vaccination of children. In your letter,
you wrote that our research was limited because it was
conducted in a single center. Whereas the researchers in
our study were from a single center, the participants were
from many different centers (State Hospital, Training and
Research Hospital, University Hospital, and Private Sec-
tor). The reasons why we chose to conduct our research
through an online survey were to have easy access to dif-
ferent institutions and to allow respondents to answer the
questions freely. This method may have led to selection
bias, which we report as a limitation of the study in the
discussion section.

As you mentioned, it would be useful to conduct quali-
tative interviews and focus group studies to examine the
attitudes and behaviors of pediatricians. In addition, orga-
nizing training programs for pediatricians about COVID-19
vaccination and even childhood and adolescent vaccina-
tion may provide a positive attitude towards vaccination.
As a matter of fact, in a study we conducted on adolescent
vaccination in our country, we found that lack of infor-
mation was an important barrier to vaccination, as in this
study.™
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